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Senator Prague, Representative Ryan and members of the Labot and Public employees committee, my name is Loti
Pelletier and I serve as the Sectetary-Treasurer of the Connecticut AFL-CIO, which has over 900 affiliated local
unions representing the working men and women from evety one of our 169 cities and towns, and am here to
testify in favor of the following bills.

H.B. No. 6502 (RAISED) Labor and Public Employees. AN ACT CONCERNING THE STANDARD
WAGE FOR CERTAIN CONNECTICUT WORKERS. This bill provides some of the lowest wage earners
with a chance to make ends meet. This bill makes good economic sense by putting mote money in the hands of
those who will use it and not stow it away. The Standard wage is a safety net that these workers can’t survive
without.

F.B. No. 6534 (RAISED) Labor and Public Employees. AN ACT CONCERNING LABOR UNION
AUTHORIZATION CARD CHECKS. When workers decide to from a union in the private sector, corporate
America spends billions of dollars a year fighting theit efforts. This is not the way our government should
operate.President Obama and our seven Congtessional Representatives suppott this legislation and have signed on
to the Employee Free Choice Act, which is pending the United State Congtess as we speak. So while they debate
the Federal law governing private sector unionization efforts we have an oppottunity to fix Connecticut law with
regards to public sector workers. Facts show that unionized workets are better for their local economy and their
local community. By enacting this legislation workets would decide whether they wanted to belong to a union, but
just as important our state and local tax dollars wouldn’t be used against us.

Last year we saw how the Department of Public Safety used tax payer dollats to fight the Lt’s in the Connecticut
State Police Department, when they wanted to form a union. Those precious tax dollars should have been put to
use protecting us instead they were used to trample on workers’ tights. Study after study shows that nearly 70% of
people would join 2 union if they could. Our local and state govetnments should not stand in their way. Tax dollars
are not meant to be used to attack the very people who paid them. If workers want to form a union it is their right
and our state and local governments should uaderstand that.

S.B. No. 921 (RAISED) Labort and Public Employees. AN ACT CONCERNING COLLECTIVE
BARGAINING FOR STATE MANAGERS. We support this legislation. Workers should have the right to
collectively bargain, and this legislation would remedy a histotic exemption. State managers have bosses, are not
elected and do not have the authority to hire/fire each other. Therefore we believe this legislation is completely
appropriate for this class of workers.

Thank you to the Committee for holding this public hearing and if you have any question Id be happy to
address them.
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